Northwest Georgia Presbytery Shepherding Committee

The Shepherding Committee is charged to provide, upon request, general pastoral care and advice to its churches and Teaching Elders, and, from time to time, make recommendations to Presbytery consistent with this charge, the Constitution and the orderly administration and improvement of the church.

Assistance. The committee shall provide advice and counsel to any Teaching Elder upon his request. Likewise, the committee shall provide advice and counsel to a Session upon its request. The committee shall assist Teaching Elders without call and in their case may make recommendations to Presbytery consistent with BCO 13-2 and 34-10 when appropriate.

Report of Teaching Elders Without Call and Teaching Elders Serving Out of Bounds. Each Teaching Elder without call or serving out of bounds shall report annually on his activities, opportunities for ministry, and the pursuit of his call. This report need not be lengthy, and shall be submitted in writing to the committee on a standard form at least two weeks before a stated meeting of Presbytery.

Dissolution of the Pastoral Relation. The committee is authorized to act as a commission of Presbytery to dissolve pastoral relations where the request is uncontested and otherwise conforms to the requirements of BCO 23-1. The committee may dissolve the pastoral relation only after communicating with the Teaching Elder, and the church Session. Provided that the Teaching Elder remains in good standing, the committee in such cases may also act as a commission to transfer the membership of the Teaching Elder to another Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in America, or to another denomination with which the General Assembly has fraternal relations at the time of the transfer. At its own discretion, the committee may decline to act as such a commission and in such event shall make an appropriate report and recommendation to Presbytery regarding the dissolution and transfer.

Churches Without a Teaching Elder. The committee shall provide assistance in seeking a Teaching Elder at the request of the Session or local pulpit search committee. Whenever a pulpit becomes vacant, the committee shall be notified of the name and contact information of the chairman of the pulpit search committee. The committee shall insist that the requirements of BCO 19-1, 22-5 and 22-6 be observed.

Limitation on Jurisdiction. Notwithstanding anything set forth in this section, no provision hereof shall be construed to permit the committee to interfere with the jurisdiction of any Session or the jurisdiction of Presbytery as expressed in BCO 11-4.
